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Crowley Castle Restoration Continues at Ahakeera 

Although the Crowley Clan has been in West Cork since the 

thirteenth century, “O’Crowley’s Castle” near Dunmanway 

was built around 1500. At that time the Crowleys were said to 

be able to muster 80 horsemen and 60 foot soldiers which 

gives some indication of their power as a clan. But the castle 

was either abandoned or destroyed. When the Cork 

Antiquarian Society visited in 1924, they recorded that the 

north wall was 45 feet high, and parts of the east and west 

walls could still be seen. 

Since 1924 there has been further deterioration of the castle walls. Last spring the Crowley Clan Council 

decided to take action to stabilize and repair this symbol of our heritage. At our Crowley Clan Gathering last 

fall, we were able to visit the castle site and see the work done to date. Two-thirds of the wall had been 

cleaned and grouted. The results were dramatic. The castle’s shape and detail were much more visible. 

Past Taoiseach Liam Crowley and current Tanaiste Jer Crowley have been overseeing the work. 

They report that stonemason Robert Rohu is currently working on the third and final stage. 

The total cost of the restoration is €33,000, and Mr. Rohu is due €10,000 on completion. The work has only 

been able to go forward because of generous loans made to the project by members of the Crowley Clan 

Council. These loans will be repaid through contributions made to the Crowley Castle Project. 

Send contributions to your country representatives who are listed on page three. Please be generous and 

remember that we are preserving this site for the future generations of Crowleys. All contributions, large or 

small, are welcome. 

  

http://www.crowleyclan.com/community/newsletter/v13n1/v13n1p3.html
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Letter from the Crowley Clan Council Scribe Mary 
O’Flynn 

 

We are happy to say the final phase of completion of the castle is in progress and should be completed by 

the end of the month. The bad news is that at present there is a substantial loan to be repaid plus an extra 

€10,000 for the final phase. Robert Rohu, the builder has already got €23,000 and has to get another 

€10,000 when work is completed. At present, we are trying to find ways to raise this money. 
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Sarasota, Florida Hosts Crowley Clan Gathering 

 

Jack Croley of Sarasota, FL went to the Crowley Clan Gathering in Clonakilty last September, and he had a 

great time. He enjoyed it so much that he decided to host a Clan Gathering in the USA. 

“Sarasota is a great city,” said Jack. “And it has nice weather in late September.” Jack has scheduled the 

Florida Crowley Clan Gathering for the weekend of September 26th to the 28th. And he is negotiating with 

local hotels for a good rate on accommodations. Crowleys, Croleys, and Crawleys from Canada, Ireland, 

and the United States have expressed interest in the weekend. Jack has packets of information ready to 

mail, and if you’d like to be on his mailing list you can call him at 914-378-0208, or write him at: 

4608 Masefield Pl., 
Sarasota, FL 34241.  
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Crowley Clan DNA Project Update 
from Catherine Budd 

 

We now have 67 members with 61 kits returned. If you have a kit which you have not returned please send 

it in as soon as possible. If you have misplaced your kit, email me and I will have a new one sent out. 

We have had several new matches in the recent months. One of the matches is with my father and an Irish 

family I tracked down via the LDS archives, the Canadian archives and letters sent to all the Crowley’s in 

the phone book from Stradbally, County Waterford. While in Ireland for the gathering I was able to meet 

with the family, and one member agreed to be tested. He is a 36/37 match with a shared ancestor from 8 

generations ago. It is very exciting for my family and our cousins, and also very satisfying to know that all 

my research has finally paid off. 

If you are currently a member of the DNA project, please consider uploading your results the Y search 

database via the Family Tree DNA web site for your kit. This allows your values to be compared to others 

who have completed tests from other group projects and may possibly lead to further matches. 

 

News From The Jeffrey Crowley Committee 

 

Sue Crowley of Yuma, AZ has been researching her late husband’s family for over 50 years. She has 

compiled an impressive file on the descendants of Jeffrey Crowley who was born in 1702 in Warwickshire, 

England and died in 1761 in Halifax County, VA. Sue has agreed to chair our Jeffrey Crowley Committee. 

Her article Crowley Progenitors appeared in the March 2005 issue of the newsletter and can be found on 

the Crowley Clan Website. 

If you think you may be descended from Jeffrey and have questions about the line, or if you would like to 

add your information to Sue’s database, contact her at snobirdsue@gmail.com. “I have a lot of information 

about the family from Jeffrey on down. I’ll be happy to try to help anyone. Please ask me, and we’ll see 

what I can do.” 

 

  

mailto:snobirdsue@gmail.com
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News from Around the World 

Lt. Col. Donal Crowley, Stockport, Ireland: 

Greetings and very best wishes for a wonderful Clan Rally weekend. 

 

I am with you all in spirit, and I hope and pray that you will have a great get-together. The weather here in 

Stockport is great at the moment, and I hope it is likewise in Clonakilty. Have a good time and think of 

those of us who for one reason or another cannot be with you. I look forward to hearing all about the Rally 

in due course. God bless all the members of the Crowley Clan, 

 

Slán agus beannact! 

Lt Col Donal Crowley 

 

(Tom Crowley of Ohio received the above message from Donal Crowley after Tom had left for Clonakilty. 

Donal Crowley, along with David Crowley, Liam’s dad, and Flor Crowley, Brian the MEP’s dad, were the 

founders of the modern Crowley Clan Gathering) 

Pat Fitzgerald, Bridgewater, NJ, USA (pjfitzgerald88@optonline.net): 

I am a descendant of Nicholas Crowley who left County Cork in 1859 and headed to America. He first 

settled on a farm just outside Washington, DC but soon moved into the city to an area called Georgetown. 

Other Irish families there were the Sullivans, Keans, and O'Connors. 

 

Nicholas was born in May 1840 and is believed to have come from Parish Caheragh, but we are not sure of 

that. His mother may have been Catherine Crowley but we are not sure of that either. 

April MacLeod, Atlanta, GA(melgesbabe@aol.com): 

Hello. I am looking for information on the Kentucky or Williamsburg, KY Croleys. 

Paul & Carol Crowley, Franklin, PA(p.c.crowley@embarqmail.com): 

We received the newsletter today and it brought back wonderful memories of the gathering in September. 

We enjoyed Clonakilty and all the events. Since getting back Paul has received several more 

DNA matches. Paul is now the official mayor for Franklin, PA. It was a landslide victory. He was sworn in 

on January 5, and we had a reception at the Irish Cottage Inn. We are wishing we were back in Clonakilty. 

Tom Crowley, Gwent, Wales, UK: 

What a successful gathering once again, the result of once again the tremendous hard work put in by the 

committee. Past Taoiseach Liam must have found it particularly hard as a working farmer to find the time to 

get to committee meetings. I believe all those Crowleys who were new to a gathering were more than 

pleased with the event. 

mailto:pjfitzgerald88@optonline.net
mailto:melgesbabe@aol.com
mailto:p.c.crowley@embarqmail.com
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Lisa Butchart, Ontario, Canada fiddle@bmts.com: 

Hello Crowley kinfolk! I have great news. Cape Breton 

fiddler Chrissy Crowley has been nominated for the 

"Young Performer of the Year Award" by the Canadian 

Folk Music Awards. She released her self-titled debut 

recording last February 2007. 

 

From the editor: Chrissy performed for us at the Crowley 

Clan Gathering in Clonakilty, County Cork in September 

2007. She did not win the award, but since she is only 17 

she can be nominated again next year. Good luck, Chrissy. We are all proud of you. 

The Munster to Wales to Pennsylvania Project www.munwapa.moonfruit.com: 

If your ancestors left Ireland and came to Wales before settling in America, this is the site for you. 

 

The aim of this site is to unite descendants of Irish men and women who left Ireland in search of a better 

life and found themselves in Wales. Some of these Irish wound up then traveling to America - specifically to 

particular places in Pennsylvania. 

 

Our goal is to provide one another with information about where our Irish ancestors lived in Wales in the 

hopes of finding a common thread so that we may finally bring our Irish ancestors back home to Ireland. 

  

mailto:fiddle@bmts.com
http://www.crowleyclan.com/community/newsletter/v13n1/www.munwapa.moonfruit.com
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News From The Crowley Archives 
by Mary Casteleyn 

Some Wills and Other Things 

Please note – all spellings as in original document. 

From the Index to the Prerogative Wills of Ireland 1536-1810 edited by Sir Arthur Vicars (1897) 

1747 Crowley, Charles, Mitchelstown County Cork, Gent 

1780 Crowley, Cornelius 

1800 Crowley, Daniel, Ballyglass, County Cork, farmer 

1762 Crowley, Humphrey, Cork, Merchant 

1796 Crowley, Humphrey, City of Cork 

1657 Crowley, John, Carrigilyne, County cork 

1767 Crowley, Margt(Margaret), north suburb of Cork, widow 

1796 Crowley, Patrick, Bandon road, suburbs of Cork, Merchant 

1705 Croly, Cromack, Dublin, Merchant 

1809 Croly, John, south Crig(?) County Cork 

1623 Croly, Patrick, Dublin, shoemaker 

 

From the Index of the Cork and Ross Wills 1548-1800 

1751 Crowley, Daniel, Timoleague, Cork 

1749 Crowley, Demetrius, Cork and Cadiz (Spain) 

1785 Crowley, Mary Cork 

1685 Crowly, Cornelius 

1765 Crowly, Denis, Blackpool, County Cork 

1641 Crowly, Donogh, Killnacross 

1748 Crowly, Florence, Doughlass, County Cork 

1756 Crowly, John, Skibbareen, County Cork 

1740 Crowly, Margaret, Robertstown, County Cork 

1786 Crowly, Thomas(Rev), Coolnagurrane, Abbystroury, County Cork 

1796 Crowly, Timothy. P.P. Skibbereen 

1773 Crowly, William, Gurteen 

1683 O’Crouly, Teige, Behagallane 

1789 O’Crowly, Timothy, P.P. Killmocomoy 

 

From the Index of the Cloyne Wills 1621-1800 

1728 Crowly, Cornelius, Rallicraheen 

1747 Crowly, Denis, Castlelyons 

1793 Crowly, John, Castlemartyr 

 

From the Index of the Waterford and Lismore Wills 1645-1800 

1785 Crowly, Thomas, Curreenegine 

 

From the Index of the Ardfert and Aghadoe Wills 1690-1800 

1785 Crowley, James, Westwood, Cahir, County Kerry 

 

From the Index to the Grant Book and to the Original Wills in the Diocese of Dublin to 1800 

1799 Crowley, Cornelius and Mary Pope – Marriage Licence Bond 

 

From The Pedigrees and Papers of James Terry, Athlone Herald at the Court of James II in 
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France (1938) 

Extracts from the Registers of Angers in France (all translated to the best of my ability!) 

Croly, David. (Death). Of the Irish Nation, aged 50 years or thereabouts, died yesterday at the 

home of the honourable lady Michelle Gilbert, hostess of the city. Present Master Edmond Lorcan, 

pre (I think this means pretre = priest), Denys Macarty and Danile Macarty, relations and friends, of 

the Irish Nation. 1693 10th Sept. 

Croly (Crouly), (Marriage) David, Doctor, son of the late Daniel Croly and Marguerite Blanche 

(White?), his wife; of the parish of Killbritain (spelt d’Hill britaine), Diocese of Ross (spelt Voste or 

Roste) in Ireland; married to Dame Catherine Tobin, widow of Jacques Scilton, a colonel in the 

Army of England, of the parish of Killacour, Diocese of Keuilminy*, also in Ireland. Both at present 

of this parish. 1692 20th Oct. 

*There is no Diocese in Ireland called Keuilminy (Kilminey?) The best I have come up with is parish of 

Kilkerranmore, part of the RC parish for this being in Kilmeen. The above would have been written down by 

a French priest who probably understood no English and was probably having great difficulty 

understanding a broad Irish accent or indeed Irish. If anyone can throw any further light on a possible 

Parish or Diocese, I would be very grateful! 

 

The Peter Robinson Migration 
By Maureen Crowley 

 

The Peter Robinson Immigration in 1825 brought the Crowleys to the Peterborough area from Ireland 

leaving from the Port in Cobh, County Cork. Presently there are over 20 families in this area. Most of us 

can trace our family back to a Patrick Crowley (1790) born in Glennacuna Townland, Tipperary County, 

Church of Templetiny and Ballyporeen. Our family lives on the Crowley Line, and there is a Crowley Street 

in the City of Peterborough. 

My daughter Brittany, sisters Cathy and Lori, and I had the pleasure of attending our first Clan Gathering 

in 2007. It was a memorable experience meeting distant relatives, visiting the Crowley Castle, and seeing 

Ireland. 

We would like to thank the Crowley Clan Committee for connecting us all to our past and meeting present 

family members. We are a special family and should be proud of who we are and where we have come 

from. It’s amazing that we have all found each other. 

 


