
Page 1 of 9 
 

 

 

CROWLEY CLAN NEWSLETTER 

    November 2016 

 

compiled by Marian Crowley Chamberlain 

 

 

 

  



Page 2 of 9 
 

 

Recap of the 2016 Crowley Clan Gathering in Bantry 

 

On the evening of September 16th, Crowleys from around the world walked in the front 

door of J.J. Crowley's Pub in Bantry, Cork, Ireland, and the Crowley Gathering began. The weather outside 

was windy and rainy, but the atmosphere in J.J's back room was warmer than a summer day in Australia. 

And there were Australians there who could testify to that! 

J.J. out did himself in generosity with platters of fruit and cheese and glasses of red or white wine for his 

international and local cousins. Irish dancers entertained with traditional dances, and Crowleys were 

encouraged to join in. 

Everyone managed to be awake and prepared to board three of Martin Crowley's coaches in the morning 

for a ride through the countryside to tour historical sites. It was a "soft' morning, but Crowleys were dressed 

for the weather with raincoats and umbrellas. 

Taoiseach Michael-Patrick Crowley drew from his extensive knowledge of the 

history of Ireland to explain how the Crowleys came to County Cork and what were the advantages of a 

round fort. 

The rain paused long enough for Crowleys to make a thorough inspection of their one-time ancestral 

homes and to admire the lovely Irish scenery. 
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The group also toured the graveyard and round tower at Kinneigh. 

 

After a pub lunch, Crowleys continued on to Ahakeera for an outdoor Mass on the site of the Crowley 

castle. After Mass, the Crowley Clan Council stopped by the Ahakeera Community Center and made a 

€150 donation. 

The traditional Crowley Clan Banquet was held Saturday evening at the Maritime Hotel in Bantry. The 

Banquet is always a time of camaraderie and celebration for the clan. This year was no exception. 

Attendees were encouraged to wear traditional Gaelic dress, and a number of Crowleys arrived in kilts and 

Munster plaid scarves. 

The Maritime Hotel outdid itself in the culinary department. Keynote speakers were Kevin Vickers, the 

Canadian Ambassador to Ireland, and An tUas Gearóid Ó Ceallaigh, Chairperson of the Clans of Ireland. 
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Sunday's field trip began with a bus ride to the Beara Peninsula known 

for its wildly beautiful scenery. Once again the day dawned windy and rainy. And, once again the Crowleys 

were up for the challenge. First there was a tour of Kilcatherine Graveyard followed by lunch and a tour of 

the Copper Mine Museum. The final stop was at the ruins of the O'Sullivan castle at Dunboy. This dramatic 

scene was the backdrop for the changing of the Crowley Clan Taoiseach. 

After three successful years, Michael-Patrick Crowley of Paris handed over the title of Taoiseach to Patrick 

Crowley, MD of Kilkenny. 

. 
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The End 

 

Everything has a beginning, middle, and an end. The Crowley Clan Newsletter had an inauspicious 

beginning in 1995. A handful of Crowleys had gathered in September in the town of Dunmanway. We came 

from Ireland, Canada, Australia, Wales, England and the United States. I returned home flying high. I had 

met a few dozen Crowleys none of whom I could prove I was related to by blood. However, I knew I was 

related to them all in spirit. And I didn't want to lose touch with any of them. 

In the beginning I had a mailing list of 30 Crowleys. In the middle, about 2005, the list was nearly 200. I 

wrote, edited, printed, labelled and mailed them all. I loved it! I loved hearing from so many members of our 

far-flung clan. I loved hearing your stories. 

When web pages came about, I knew we needed to go in that direction. There was disagreement and 

some false starts, but thanks to the support of Thomas Crowley (Ohio) and the expertise of Webmaster and 

Crowley descendent, Jim Ritzert, www.crowleyclan.com was born. And it has thrived! We could not have 

done it without Jim. 

Now there is a plan to improve our presence on-line. We are at the end of the effectiveness of the Crowley 

Clan Newsletter. This really is not a sad ending. I have happy memories of meeting you through your 

letters and your emails. If in the future there is any way that I might help you in your search for Crowley 

information, just let me know. 

 

Mise le Meas, 

Marian 
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Michael Crowley - a Recipient of the 
Medal of Honor (United States)  

 

Michael was from Rochester, New York; he enlisted in the Army on 4 December 1863, mustering in on 

20 December 1863 to Company A, 22nd New York Cavalry Regiment. The 22nd New York Cavalry was 

active in the Battle of the Wilderness, Battle of Spotsylvania Courthouse, Battle of Cold Harbor, the Siege 

of Petersburg, and Sheridan's Expedition to Petersburg of which the Battle of Waynesboro is where 

Michael's actions resulted in him being recommended for the Medal of Honor. 

The Battle of Waynesboro was the result of Maj. Gen. Philip Sheridan's campaign thru the Shenandoah 

Valley to Staunton and the army turned east headed to Waynesboro. On 2 March 1865, the troops under 

the command of Brig. Gen. George A. Custer encountered the remnants of Lt. Gen. Jubal Early's Valley 

army at Waynesboro. After a brief stand-off, Custer attacked Early's left flank and scattered the 

Confederate troops with the capture of more than 1,500 Confederates. This was the last battle fought in the 

Shenandoah Valley. 

He received the Medal of Honor due to capture of a confederate flag, and at the presentation ceremony on 

21 March 1865, Michael was quoted as saying, "...I came across the fellow, ordered him to halt and 

surrender, which he did, handing me the flag." The flag which is a regimental battle flag was manufactured 

by the Staunton Clothing Depot, late in 1864 for the Army of the Valley. Crowley's captured flag is held in 

the collection of the American Civil War Museum. 

Michael was discharged as a Private from the Army on 1 August 1865 in Winchester, Virginia. Michael's 

military record indicates he was 5'8" tall, blue eyes, sandy hair, and fair complexion. Research into 

Michael's life has not revealed any records other than the available military service records. A Wikipedia 

page for Michael indicates he died on 12 May 1888 in Boston, Massachusetts. Review of the 

Massachusetts death records indicates a Michael Crowley who died on 12 May 1888 was born in Ireland 

and his death was recorded in Worcester. While a Find-a-grave page for Michael indicates he died in 

Worcester. Not much is known of Michael before and after his Army service, it would appear that his most 

significant life event has been preserved for us to remember him as a member of the Crowley Clan. 

References: 

• Crowley Medal of Honor Citation - www.cmohs.org/recipient-detail/314/crowley-michael.php 

http://www.cmohs.org/recipient-detail/314/crowley-michael.php
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• Crowley Flag Details - 
books.google.com/books/about/Arms_and_equipment_of_the_Confederacy.html?id=vQKcAW1Rj
Z8C 

• Crowley article: Daily National Republican., March 21, 1865 - 
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86053570/1865-03-21/ed-1/seq-2/ 

• Civil War Newspaper Clippings - 
https://dmna.ny.gov/historic/reghist/civil/cavalry/22ndCav/22ndCavCWN.htm 

• Medal of Honor Description and Images - 
http://www.tioh.hqda.pentagon.mil/Catalog/Heraldry.aspx?HeraldryId=15237&CategoryId=3&grp=
4&menu=Decorations and Medals&ps=24&p=0 

• Crowley Wikipedia Page - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Crowley_(soldier) 

• Crowley Find-a-grave Page - http://www.findagrave.com/ 

  

https://books.google.com/books/about/Arms_and_equipment_of_the_Confederacy.html?id=vQKcAW1RjZ8C
https://books.google.com/books/about/Arms_and_equipment_of_the_Confederacy.html?id=vQKcAW1RjZ8C
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86053570/1865-03-21/ed-1/seq-2/
https://dmna.ny.gov/historic/reghist/civil/cavalry/22ndCav/22ndCavCWN.htm
http://www.tioh.hqda.pentagon.mil/Catalog/Heraldry.aspx?HeraldryId=15237&CategoryId=3&grp=4&menu=Decorations%20and%20Medals&ps=24&p=0
http://www.tioh.hqda.pentagon.mil/Catalog/Heraldry.aspx?HeraldryId=15237&CategoryId=3&grp=4&menu=Decorations%20and%20Medals&ps=24&p=0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Crowley_(soldier)
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Crowley&GSfn=Michael&GSby=1829&GSbyrel=in&GSdy=1888&GSdyrel=in&GSob=n&GRid=9708598&df=all&
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Crowley Clan News from Around the World 

 

Margaret Brannon, England 

(mbrannon49@gmail.com): 

I would like to say a big thank you, to all who worked so hard to make the 2016 gathering such a wonderful 

event. I truly appreciate what you all do to make the gatherings so special for us all. Please God I will make 

the next gathering. I think three years is a long wait that is how much I enjoy the gatherings. 

Mary Therese Nortcliff, Sheffield: 

I am trying to find the family line of Mathew Crowley of borrosoligh, County Tipparary, Ireland and his 

family. He was in WWI and received the Victoria Cross. 

 

Catherine Crowley Budd, Florida, USA 

(cbudd73@comcast.net): 

Cathy, who is the coordinator of the Crowley Clan DNA Project, writes that she has found an interesting 

article online at Journal.ie. It is entitled "DNA is helping Irish people find their ancestors from centuries 

ago", and it appeared in the October 17, 2016 issue. The web address is www.thejournal.ie/dna-genealogy-

3026592-Oct2016/?u.   Thank you, Cathy 

Michael-Patrick O'Crowley, Paris, France 

(mpocrowley@yahoo.fr): 

The second edition of my book "The History of the O'Crowley Clan" was published this summer, and there 

are still books available for purchase for €70 each. If you or anyone you know is interested in adding this 

book to your personal library, you can email me at the above address. Once the cost of publishing is 

returned, all profits will go to benefit the Crowley Clan and its projects. 

mailto:mbrannon49@gmail.com
mailto:cbudd73@comcast.net
http://www.thejournal.ie/dna-genealogy-3026592-Oct2016/?u
http://www.thejournal.ie/dna-genealogy-3026592-Oct2016/?u
mailto:mpocrowley@yahoo.fr
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Crowleys in Bantry 2016 

 

Crowley Gathering 2016 

 

 


