
The Crowley Family 

Chapter One 

The Early Generations 
 

On 20 April 1921 Patrick John Crowley married Eileen Marie Duggan in St Mary's Church, 

Mudgee, New South Wales. Patrick's parents were Cornelius Crowley and Ellen O'Brien. 

Eileen's parents were Malachi Duggan and Pollie Maloney.  

 

Patrick and Eileen are the pivotal people in this family history.1 The storiesy of their children, 

grandchildren and great grandchildren will take us into the twenty-first century. What perhaps is 

more challenging is to discover not only their story but also the stories of their parents and 

grandparents. Their grandparents were all, with one exception, born in Ireland and were part of 

the immigrant generation that arrived in the colony of New South Wales in the nineteenth 

century.  
 

The aim therefore is to trace the beginnings in Australia of the four families that are the focus of 

this family tree: the Crowley, O’Brien, Duggan and Maloney families. Their journeys were 

different but eventually they were all living in the Mudgee district towards the end of the 

nineteenth century. 

 

On the Crowley side the starting point for our search is Patrick John Crowley’s grandfather, also  

Patrick Crowley, who arrived in the Colony of New South Wales as a convict in 1826. He would 

later marry Mary McCarthy at Maitland on 4 April 1842. Both Patrick and Mary were born in 

County Cork, Ireland. After their marriage they continued to live in Maitland until the1850s. 

With the discovery of gold in NSW, they left to seek their fortune on the Mudgee goldfields. 

Their son Cornelius was born at Windeyer in 1860 and in 1888 he married Ellen O'Brien in St 

Mary's Church, Mudgee. Cornelius and Ellen were the parents of Patrick John Crowley. 

 

The O'Brien family came from Ballylooby in County Tipperary, Ireland. Records show that 

Patrick O'Brien married Johanna O'Brien at Ballylooby on 26 August 1855 and probably that 

same year they left for the Colony of New South Wales. They settled at Pipeclay in the Mudgee 

district where Ellen, their third child, was born in 1862. When Ellen married Cornelius Crowley 

they made their home at Pipeclay. Ellen was the mother of Patrick John Crowley. 

 

The Duggan family were also at Pipeclay in the 1860s. John Duggan had married Ellen Donohue 

(Donoghue/O'Donoghue) at Penrith on 31 July 1843. Both the Duggan and Donohue families 

were immigrants from Ireland. Soon after their marriage John and Ellen Duggan, with other 

members of the Duggan and Donohue families, moved over the Blue Mountains to settle at 

Dabee, near Rhylstone, then part of the Hartley-Lithgow parish. John and Ellen were living at 

Dabee when their first son, John, was born in December 1844 but by 1864, when their son 

Malachi was born, they were living at Pipeclay. Malachi Duggan was the father of Eileen 

Duggan. 

 

                                                           
1 This 2010 draft is a further revision of the 2009 draft document completed by Paul Crowley. It is based on research 

in a draft document written in 2003. The 2003 Draft was  based on initial research by Paul Crowley (Sydney 1992) 

and additional research and  a revised draft by Jack & Shirley Crowley (Wagga Wagga 1998). 
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While they were living at Dabee in the 1840s the Duggans would also have known the Maloney 

family. It is presumed that Patrick Maloney (also known as Moloney) had married Margaret 

Quinlan in Ireland. However, they were living at Dabee in 1844 when their son Michael was 

born. Michael married Maria Evesson at Mudgee in 1866 and they lived in the Lue district. 

Maria Evesson had been born about 1840 in County Wicklow, Ireland and had come to the 

colony with her parents, Robert Evesson and Mary Kinchela. 

 

Michael and Maria Maloney's first child, Pollie, was born in 1867 at Galgara Creek and the 

Maloneys were living at Gulgowra in 1895 when Pollie married Malachi Duggan. Malachi and 

Pollie Duggan made their home at Pipeclay, where they were neighbours of the O'Briens and 

Cornelius and Ellen Crowley. Patrick Crowley, born 1893, married Eileen Duggan, the daughter 

of Pollie and Malachi. 
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THE CROWLEY BRANCH 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

There were no family records that clearly identified the grandparents of Patrick John Crowley 

and in fact little was also known about Patrick’s father, Cornelius Crowley.  In tracing this 

branch of the Crowley family, the key link was the discovery of Cornelius’ grave in the Catholic 

Cemetery at Windeyer. On his grave stone is the following inscription: 

Erected by 

Cornelius Crowley 

in memory of his  

father and mother 

Patrick and Mary Crowley 

Cornelius Crowley 

died February 10th 1922 
 

Sweet Jesus have mercy on their souls 

 

Cornelius' birth certificate states that he was born in 1860 at Windeyer and that his parents, 

Patrick and Mary, were married in Maitland in 1842. The parish of St John the Baptist, Maitland 

was established in 1841 and the parish records note that Patrick Crowley of Maitland and Mary 

Carty (sic) were married on 4 April 1842 at West Maitland. The priest was Fr Lynch and the 

witnesses were Elizabeth Carty and Ellen Dempsey.2  

We can now be certain that we have found the beginning of this Australian branch of the 

Crowley family. But how did Patrick and Mary come to be in Maitland in 1842?  

                                                           
2 Index of Marriages (Old Records) Pre – 1856: Patrick Crowly (sic) and Mary Carthy (sic) 1842 entry no. 2234 

Vol. 93 

PATRICK CROWLEY and MARY McCARTHY 
 

   

Patrick Crowley    Mary McCarthy  

born: c 1805      born: c 1825 

County Cork, Ireland    County Cork, Ireland 
 

son of       daughter of  

Cornelius Crowley    Jeremiah McCarthy 

Johanna      Elizabeth O'Donnell 
 

arrived in NSW:  

18 February 1826 
 

Patrick and Mary married: Maitland NSW,  

4 April 1842 
 

died: Windeyer  24 March 1877  Mudgee  23 November 1908 
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The Arrival of Patrick Crowley in New South Wales 
A search of the shipping records shows that Patrick Crowley arrived in the colony of New South 

Wales as a convict in 1826.3  The muster roll of convicts on the Mangles records that the ship 

arrived at Sydney Cove on Saturday 18 February 1826. Among the convicts was Patrick 

Crowley. He was 20 years of age, had no education, was single, and his religion was Catholic. He 

was a native of Cork and his trade was listed as labourer. He had been tried in Cork on 11 August 

1825 for stealing a pig and was sentenced to 7 years penal servitude. He had no previous 

conviction. His personal details were given as follows: height 5'7" (167cms); fair-freckled 

complexion with red hair and hazel eyes. He had a scar on his right arm.4 
 

The muster roll under the heading How disposed of  notes Eales, Hunter's River. This reference is 

no doubt to John Eales who came to the colony as a free settler first arriving in Hobart and then 

coming to the mainland on 18 October 1823. He was granted 2100 acres in the Hunter's River 

(sic) region. His property was located four miles east of Morpeth and had a one mile frontage on 

the river. Eales married Jane Eleanor Gresley Lavers in 1825 and built his first home which he 

called Berry Park in 1837. As a free settler Eales would have had convicts assigned to him to 

work on his property. 
 

The General muster of 1828 was taken as a census for he colony and it records that there were 

two convicts named Patrick Crawley (sic). The second had arrived on the ship Mangles and his 

employment was listed as “27 Road Gang”. The next record found to confirm Patrick’s personal 

details was a Certificate of Freedom for Patrick Crawley (sic) on 9 October 1831. It records 

information that verifies this is the same Patrick Crowley who arrived on the ship Mangles in 

1926 and therefore the variation in spelling of his name is not significant.5  
 

Patrick Crowley’s Date of Birth 

Although the Certificate of Freedom states that he was born in 1810, it is difficult to be definite 

about Patrick’s year of birth. The 1826 shipping record states that he was aged 20 years in 1826 

indicating that he was born about 1806. His age at the time of his marriage in 1842 is given as 40 

years suggesting that he was born in 1802 while his age is given as 50 years when Cornelius was 

born in 1860, also suggesting he was born in 1810.  His death certificate states that he was 77 

years of age when he died in 1877 therefore suggesting he was born about 1800. It also states that 

he had been 52 years in NSW which is consistent with his arrrival in 1826.  
 

It is therefore apparent that there is a ten year discrepancy between his stated age of 50 years on 

Cornelius’ birth certificate in 1860 and the details in his death certificate. However, such 

discrepancies are not uncommon in 19th Century documents. Until conclusive documentary 

evidence is found, it would seem reasonable to say that Patrick Crowley was born about 1806 

and that he was aged 20 years when he arrived on the Mangles in 1826. 
 

                                                           
3 The Convict Index includes three Patrick Crowleys. The first arrived on the Mangles in 1826, another on the 

Governor Ready in 1829 and the third on the Portland in 1833. From other evidence it can be concluded that the 

first of these is the Patrick Crowley who married Mary Carty in Maitland in 1842. 
4 Description from NSW Convict arrivals for the ship Mangles 
5 It lists that he was a native of Cork City born in 1810. He arrived in New South Wales in 1826 on the ship 

Mangles. His trade is listed as labourer and his offence was pig stealing. His trial was in Cork City on 11 August 

1825 and his sentence was 7 years. Other personal details also support the Muster Roll of the Mangles. His height is 

5’ 7”, his complexion is ruddy and freckled, hair is red and eyes are hazel. He has a scar on his right arm. 
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Patrick’s death certificate also states that he was born in Ireland, the son of Cornelius Crowley 

and Johanna (maiden name not given) and that he was married to Mary McCarthy in Maitland. 

Patrick and Mary’s marriage certificate gives Patrick’s occupation as a carrier. 

 

The Arrival of Mary McCarthy  
Shipping records show that the barque Sir John Falstaff arrived in Sydney from London on 13 

April 18416. Among the bounty immigrants brought out by John Gilchrist were the McCathy 

family from County Cork, Ireland. The Immigration records list Jeremiah McCarthy aged 39, a 

labourer who could read and write, with his wife Elizabeth, aged 38, a farm servant, and their 

five daughters: Mary aged 14; Ellen aged 12; Johannah aged 8; Catharine aged 5; Elizabeth, born 

15 July 1840. 

 

although clearly they were living in Maitland when she married Patrick Crowley on 4 April 1842. 

The Marriage register of the parish does not give the age or date of birth of those who were 

married.7 
 

Details provided on Mary’s Death Certificate indicate that she was born in Cork, Ireland 

about 1825, the daughter of Jeremiah McCarthy and Elizabeth O'Donnell. Mary died at 

Mudgee 23 November 1908. The death certificate gives Mary’s age as 83 years and therefore 

suggests that she was 15 years of age when she arrived in NSW in 1840 and was only 16 or 17 

when she married Patrick Crowley in 1842. It is likely that Elizabeth Carty (sic), the witness 

at Mary's wedding, was her mother. 

 

The McCarthy Family 
While it has not been possible to trace the details of Mary’s siblings, the Index of Births, Deaths 

and Marriages  as well as Maitland parish records suggest a possible list of the children of 

Jeremiah McCarthy and Elizabeth O’Donnell.  
 

Knowing that Mary was married in April 1842, it is worth noting a reference to the death of a 

Jeremiah McCarthy in 1841. A statement in the Hunter River Pioneers of 1841 notes that an 

Elizabeth had married Jeremiah McCarthy, a labourer, at Maison Dieu and that Jeremiah died in 

December 1841. The reference to a marriage is unclear, however, if these are Mary’s parents, the 

death of her husband would explain why Elizabeth had signed as a witness to Mary’s marriage in 

the following year.  
 

It may aso indicate why a young Mary McCarthy married the much older Patrick Crowley, whose 

age was given as 40 years in the marriage record. If the reference in the Hunter River Pioneers of 

1841 is to the same family, it would be also be consistent that the child Jeremiah, born 30 June 

1842, was born after his father’s death and named after his deceased father.  

                                                           
6 Sydney Morning Hearald 14 April 1841 Shipping Intelligence, Arrivals: barque Sir John Falstaff, 513 tons from 

London under the command of Captain Gordon arrived with 153 emigrants. 
7 New South Wales, Roman Catholic Marriages solemnized in the Parish of West Maitland in the County of 

Northumberland in the Year 1842. The Maitland parish marriage records give no other information about Patrick 

and Mary such as the names of their parents and their date and place of birth. 
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   A List of  the children of Jeremiah McCarthy and Elizabeth O’Donnell 

 

William  died Sydney 1872 (966) 

 

Denis  died Parramatta  1896 (3567) 

 

Elizabeth 

 

Ellen  married  Michael Ring, West Maitland, 1 March 1851 

 

Margaret born 1824 

  married Fergus Connolly, Maitland 1856 

  died Parramatta 1907 (83) 

 

Mary  born 1825-26  (Co Cork Ireland) 

  married Patrick Crowley, West Maitland, 4 April 1842 

  died Mudgee, 23 November 1908 

 

Joanna  married John Savage of Lochinvar, West Maitland, 14 January, 1855 

  died West Maitland 1868 

 

Jeremiah born West Maitland, 30 June 1842 (2139-61) 

  married Ellen McDonald, Maitland 1873 

  died Singleton 1905 (6788) 
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Patrick Crowley and Mary McCarthy at Maitland 
It is presumed that Patrick and Mary continued to live in the Maitland district until at least 

October 1850. The Maitland parish Baptism Register records the following details about their 

children8: 

 

Baptism Register 

St John the Baptist Parish, Maitland NSW 
 

Johanna  born:   February 1844 

   baptised:  25 February 1844 

The parents are listed as Patrick Crowley and Mary McCarthy and their abode as Maitland.  

The godparents were Martin and Mary Brien and the priest was  Fr Lynch. 

 

Maria    born:   13 April 1846 

   baptised:    3 May  1846 

The parents are Patrick Crowly (sic) and Mary Ann McCarthy (sic) and their abode is Maitland. 

The godparents were Charles Callaghan and Ellen McCarthy. The priest was Fr Lynch. 

 

Thomas  born:     7 January 1849 

   baptised:  14 January 1849 

The parents are Patrick Crowly (sic) and Mary Ann Carty (sic) and their abode is Maitland.  

The godparents were James Readon and Margaret Carthy (sic). 

 

Elizabeth and Patrick  born:   28 September 1850 

          (twins) baptised:  13 October 1850 

The parents are Patrick Crowley and Mary Carty (sic) and their abode is West Maitland.  

Patrick's godparents were Matthew Dempsey and Joanna McCarty (sic); it is also worth noting 

that Ellen Dempsey was the other witness at the marriage of Patrick and Mary in 1842. 

Elizabeth's godparents were Cornelius Curtain and Catherine Freeman. 

It seems that Elizabeth died in infancy.  
 

 

The Mudgee Goldfields 
In February 1851 gold was discovered at Hargraves and soon other alluvial gold fields were 

opened on Meroo Creek, Campbells Creek, Long Creek and Windeyer, all in an area some 30 

kms southwest of Mudgee 

It would seem that the discovery of gold led Patrick and Mary to take their family from Maitland 

to the goldfields on the Meroo River. The next documentary reference to the family is found in 

the baptismal records of St Mary’s Catholic Parish, Mudgee where their children Margaret, 

Cornelius and Bridget Elisa were baptised.9 

Other presumed children of Patrick and Mary whose records have not as yet been located in the 

Mudgee Catholic Parish baptismal records were Alice/Ellen (born c.1855), Catherine/Kate 

(1857) and Jeremiah (1865).10 

                                                           
8 More complete details of the birth, marriage and death of the children of Patrick and Mary are given later. 
9 Cornelius’ Birth Certificate states that he was the ninth child of Patrick and Mary. Previous children: 2 boys and 5 

girls living, 1 girl deceased 
10 More details of the children of Patrick Crowley and Mary McCarthy are listed below. 
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Baptism Register 

St Mary’s Catholic Parish, Mudgee 
 

Margaret  born:   9 December 1858 

   baptised:  24 January 1859 

The parents are Patrick Crowley and Mary McCarthy and their abode is Meroo.  

The godparents are Matthew Logan and Bridget Logan 

 

Cornelius  born:   15 October 1860 

   baptised:  11 November 1860 

The parents are Patrick Crowley and Mary McCarthy and their abode is Meroo.  

The godparents are Patrick Kennedy and Mary Smith. 

 

Bridget Elisa  born:   23 April 1863 

   baptised:  24 May 1863 

The parents are Patrick Crowley and Mary McCarthy and their abode is Windeyer.  

The godparents are Maurice Henry and Bridget Murray. 
 

 
Patrick and Mary Crowley in the Mudgee District 
In the March 1851 census, Mudgee was a township of some 290 people. It was a centre for 

grazing properties but was to become a staging post for many on their way to the local goldfields. 

The Crowley family’s journey from Maitland would probably have been by way of the Goulburn 

River Valley through Bylong and Wollar, a more direct route than an existing coach road through 

Merriwa-Cassilis known as the Maitland Road. The Goulburn River has its source in the Great 

Dividing Range north of Mudgee and flows east to join the Hunter River near Denman. 
 

The road or rather the track following the Goulburn River was an arduous journey. It required 

crossing a steep ridge at Cox’s Gap and difficult hill climbs (the Munghorns) between Wollar 

and Mudgee as the Great Dividing range was crossed. 
 

Little is known of the family’s life on the goldfields but the baptism records note they first 

resided at Meroo and later at Windeyer. The goldfields of the Windeyer district were extensive. 

Patrick probably worked on the alluvial gold near the rivers and creeks but may also have 

obtained work in some of the reef mines which were opened when the alluvial claims were 

worked out. While details can only be conjecture, Patrick’s occupation on Cornelius’ birth 

certificate in 1860 is given as gold digger.  

 
Windeyer District 
Before European settlement aboriginal tribes had lived in the district for centuries. The 

Wiradburin group inhabited the Wellington and Mudgee districts and set up camps along the 

Cudgegong River. Many place names used by the first European settlers reflected the aboriginal 

names such as Meroo (nose) and Goolahar (big hill) for Carcalgong Mountain.11 
 

The first European to explore the district was probably George Cox who established sheep 

stations on the Meroo and employed a shepherd named Richardson who looked after an 

outstation that became known as Richardsons Point. While various other names were given to the 

                                                           
11 The main source is a local history of the Windeyer district cited only as a partial photocopy of the orginal. 
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area, Richardsons Point was the first formal name given to the gold settlement at a bridge on 

Meroo Creek. The village that developed on the site became known as Windeyer in 1859. 

 

W. H. Suttor had purchased land in the Upper Pyramul area in 1838 and employed a shepherd by 

the name of Price to care for sheep in the Meroo River district. The story is told that the Price 

children collected specks of gold from the creek. 
 

The Bathurst-Mudgee district changed dramatically after Lawrence Hargraves recorded his find 

of gold at Ophir. By the end of 1851 early prospectors moved out from Ophir to the creeks 

around what was to become Windeyer. Early diggings were at Pure Point on what became known 

as Long Creek. Today Pure Point is the creek bend opposite the Catholic Church. Long Creek 

with its own Post Office was the settlement between the church and the present hotel. 
 

There were no coach services at that time so the early miners would have arrived on foot or on 

horseback. The miners were searching for alluvial gold that had been washed into the creeks as 

the original quartz reef sources were eroded. Reef mining commenced in the 1860s. In April 

1852  one report stated that there were 500 to 600 people digging on Long Creek alone. Many 

quickly moved on as other finds were reported but some became long term settlers. By regularly 

renewing their miner’s licence or right, miners were able to establish tenure on Crown Land sites. 
 

When a town plan was recorded in the NSW Government Gazette in 1859, the settlement was 

named Windeyer, after a prominent family in the colony.12 In 1885 the town boundary was 

extended to include the Catholic church. Windeyer is in the Parish of Warratra, County of 

Wellington and from an early reference in Cox’s history, written about 1908, it probably referred 

to a property that gave the name to the parish. Early settlers pronounced the name much like the 

native wildflower, the waratah. Before being called Windeyer, early maps indicated that it was 

part of a property called Warrahdiree. 
   

The Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861, the Robertson Act, provided the opportunity for many 

people to take up land in NSW, a new provision for land settlement. The legislation allowed the 

public selection of unsurveyed blocks of Crown Land from 40 to 320 acres at 5/- per acre annual 

rent,  with conditional purchase at a full price of 20/- an acre. In 1867 a breakdown of the 

occupations of breadwinners at Windeyer recorded: 76 miners, 16 farmers, 20 business and trade 

people and 6 public servants. The farmers listed at Campbells Creek were: Brennan, Crowley, 

Gardner, Hair (O’Hare), Nichols, Rawin (Kerwin), Ryan and Smith.  

 
Settlement at Campbells Creek 
In 1862 Patrick Crowley was granted ownership of portion 13, Parish of Warratra, County of 

Wellington (near the town of Windeyer), an area of 7,436 sq metres. Later in 1870 he acquired 

the nearby portion No. 49 (8,094 sq metres). Both were on the south side of Campbells Creek 

near the junction with Long Creek. The river flat would have provided a homesite and grazing 

for a horse and a cow.  

In the official postal directory for Windeyer in 1867 Patrick Crowley is listed as a farmer at 

Campbells Creek. It is probable, however, that little farming was conducted in the area at that 

time as much of the better land near the rivers and creeks would have been damaged by the gold 

workings. The surrounding slopes and ridges were used mainly for grazing stock. It is worth 

noting that the title ‘farmer’ was used to denote a land holder.  

                                                           
12 Charles Windeyer had been a magistrate in Sydney and had died in 1855. 
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Patrick’s death certificate notes that he died on 24 March 1887 of old age. He was buried at Long 

Creek and was survived by his wife, Mary, and ten children. Patrick and Mary had eleven 

children, 4 boys and 7 girls,  with one girl, Elizabeth, dying as an infant in Maitland. Mary 

continued to live in Windeyer with members of her family. In 1903 she moved to Gulgong to live 

with her daughter Johanna. She later lived with her daughter Maria (Mrs Patrick Donlan) in Duro 

Street Mudgee. She suffered a stroke and died on 23 November 1908 at the age of 81 years and 

was buried at the Windeyer Catholic cemetery.13 

 

The Mudgee District 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Patrick Crowley at Campbells Creek 
The Plan of the Campbells Creek portions transmitted to the Acting Surveyor General noted in a 

Report: 
This portion is well adapted for cultivation being mostly alluvial soil, water is obtained in the creek; it 

is part of a cleared paddock with a log fence in which a crop is now growing; the cost of clearing and 

cultivating would be about 8 pounds. 

An 1868 plan also shows an adjoining portion of land on Campbell's Creek in the name of Maria 

Crowley, presumably Patrick and Mary’s second daughter born in 1846. A list of portions of land 

for the Parish of Warratra has the following references: 
Portion   Plan   Area   Purchaser 

13  247-1527  7436 sq m   Patrick Crowley  (1862) 

28  726-1527  8094 sq m  Maria Crowley    (1868) 

49  996-1527  8094 sq m  Patrick Crowley  (1870) 
 

The portions are located on the southern side of Campbell Creek were the creek forms a horse-

shoe bend so that the bank of the creek forms the boundary on the west, north and east.14  

                                                           
13 These details of Patrick and Mary’s life at Campbells Creek have been provided by Jack and Shirley Crowley. Is 

the grave of Cornelius also the grave of  his parents. 
14 On the 1987 edition Windeyer Topograhic Map (8832-3-N) the area is between the Windeyer Road and 

Campbells Creek opposite the junction of  Williams Lane and Windeyer Road and has the Portion Number 164 

and lot number 13. 
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The Family of Patrick and Mary Crowley 
From information gathered from the Mudgee Catholic Parish records and other sources it is 

possible to piece together some information about Patrick and Mary's children. 

 

Johanna Crowley-Derwin (1844-1912) 

The eldest daughter, Johanna, was born in West Maitland on 25 February 184415. She married 

Martin Dewin (sic) on 27 May 1862 near Windeyer.16 Johanna's age was given as 17 although 

from her date of birth and baptism records she was 18 when she was married. Martin was 22 and 

came from McDonald Creek. The witnesses were John Derwin (sic), probably Martin's brother, 

and Maria Crowley, Johanna's sister. Johanna died in Gulgong 4 May 1912 aged 68 years. Her 

husband, Martin Derwin died at Gulgong on 28 March 1919.  

The Mudgee Catholic Parish Baptism Register and other records of births and marriages provide 

some details of the children born to Johanna and Martin:  
▪ James Dewin (sic baptism record) born 20 December 1864  at McDonald Creek  

▪ Elizabeth Dewin (sic baptism record) born 31 October 1866 at Queen’s Pinch 

▪ Eliza Dewin (sic baptism records) born 1 September 1868 at Mudgee; married Edward 

Bottle of Burwood on 29 February1892 at St Mary’s Concord. 17 

▪ Patrick Derwin born 10 October 1871 at Gulgong; married Mary Meagher, Moree 1898 

▪ Martin Joseph Derwin born 10 January 1873 

▪ John Derwin born 1874 and died 1874 

▪ Rose Derwin born 1877; married William Somerfield in 1896 

▪ Johanna Derwin born 1879 

▪ Ellen Derwin born 1881 
 

In January 1865 when James was baptised the family was still living at McDonald's Creek but by 

early 1867 they were living at Queen's Pinch, about 5 kms east of Upper Meroo. By the time 

Patrick Derwin was baptised in November 1871 they were living in Gulgong. 
 

The godparents of Johanna's children also give some indication of the family relationships. on 5 

March 1867 Elizabeth’s godparents were Patrick Crowley and Maria Crowley. In 1871 Patrick 

Derwin's godparents were Thomas Crowley and Bridget Carney and in 1873 Martin Derwin’s 

godparents were Catherine Crowley and James Galligan. 

 

Maria Crowley-Sweeney- Donnellan (1846-1925) 

Maria, who was born at Maitland in 1846, married John Sweeney in 1868.18 The Mudgee 

Baptism Register supplies some information about John and Maria's three children: Edward, 

John Patrick and Jeremiah.  
 

Edward Sweeney was born at Meroo on 8 March 1868;  his godparents were Edward 

Slattery and Alice Crowley.  

John Patrick Sweeney was born at Windeyer on 23 August 1871 and Kate Crowley 

was his godmother; he died on 13 November 1919.  
Jeremiah Sweeney was born on 23 April 1872 and was baptised on 26 June 1872. The 

family abode was Windeyer and the godparents were Thomas Ryan and Margaret 
                                                           
15 Birth Certificate Ref 2884-121 
16 The record of land owners at Windeyer identifies Martin Derwin as the owner of Portion 29. Maria Crowley was 

the owner of Portion 28. 
17 The celebrant was the Parish Priest of Concord, Fr Callaghan McCarthy who had been Parish Priest at Mudgee 

where he had baptised Margaret Crowley (1859), Cornelius Crowley (1860) and Bridget Eliza Crowley (1863) who 

were sisters and brother of Eliza’s mother, Johanna. 
18 Index of Marriages 1868 (2736) - no copy has been cited.  
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Crowley.19 Jeremiah Sweeney married Eva Clarissa Mitchell, who was born in 1877 at 

Moonta SA.20 Their daughter Mary Dorothy Sweeney was  born at Subiaco, Western 

Australia (WA) on 3 January 1901 thus indicating that the family had moved to Perth.  

Jeremiah died on 16 November 1927 at Southern Cross WA and Eva died in WA on 29 

June 1952. Mary married Walter Maxmillian Duncan Chester who was born at North 

Sydney in 1893. She died at Hollywood WA in 1956. 

 

It would seem that Maria’s husband John Sweeney died in 1878.21 On 7 June 1880 Maria 

Crowley-Sweeney at the age of 34 years married Patrick Donnellan who was born in County 

Galway, Ireland and was a labourer aged 40. The marriage took place at St Mary's Catholic 

Church, Mudgee and the marriage records note that both Patrick Donnellan and Maria Crowley-

Sweeney made their mark. Maria’s parents were given as Patrick Crowley, farmer, and Mary 

McCarthy although Patrick had died in 1877. The marriage records note that Maria was a widow 

and working as a washer woman. 
 

In 1889 Thomas and Lizzie Donnellan were the godparents to Cornelius Crowley and Ellen 

O’Brien's daughter Elieen Agatha and in 1894 Maria Crowly (sic) was godmother to Patrick John 

Crowley, the son of Cornelius and Ellen. In 1902 Patrick Donnellan was godfather to Madelaine, 

another daughter of Cornelius and Ellen. We know that Cornelius and Ellen were living at 

Pipeclay when their children were born. It can be presumed that they had regular contact with 

Maria, Cornelius' older sister, and her second husband, Patrick Donnellan. 

 

Thomas Crowley (1849-1908) 

Thomas was born in Maitland on 7 January 1849; he married Georgina Morton at Dubbo on 25 

October 1881 and died in  Sydney on 18 July 1908.22 Georgina Morton was born at Sutton 

Grange, Castlemaine, Victoria in 1861, the daughter John Morton (1814-1890) and Honora 

Larkins (1835-1908). Thomas and Georgina had two children: Patrick Crowley was born 1885 

and died in Fance in 1918; Florence Ethel Crowley born in 1891. Information about their 

children suggests they were living at Roma, Queensland when Patrick was born. Florence died at 

Bourke NSW in 1907 at the age of 16 years, although it is not known how Florence came to be 

Bourke. Nor is it known how and when Thomas came to Sydney where he died in 190823.  
 

Patrick Crowley, the son of Thomas, also in 1908 at the age of 23 years married 

Euphemia Elsie Schofield in Queensland. Euphemia had been born at Surat, Qld on 14 

April 1889. They had three children: Patrick Norman (1908-), Clyde (1911-) and Caroline 

Maud (1913-1993). In 1913 the Australian Electoral Rolls  record show that Patrick and 

Euphemia Crowley were living in Charles Street, Roma, Queensland. Patrick enlisted in 

the Army in Roma in April 1917. The Army records show Patrick was a native of Roma. 

He died on the Somme on 5 July 1918 and is buried in 29 Crouy British Cemetery, 

                                                           
19 It is presumed that Alice, Kate and Margaret were all Maria’s sisters. 
20 Information about Jeremiah and Eva is from the Duncan Family Tree (Ancestry.com.au). The Duncan family link 

is through Jeremiah’s daughter Mary. 
21 Index of Deaths 1878 (774). 
22 Information about the family of Thomas Crowley and Georgina Morton and their family was found on several  

Ancestry.com.au  Family Trees: Currie-Beattie and  McBride (both have owner: currie25) and Ferguson.  
23 Further information about Georgina below suggests that Thomas and Georgina had separated. 
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Crouy-sur-Somme, Picardie, France.24 At the time of his death Euphemia was living in 

Whydam St, Roma and the Electoral Rolls in 1925 show that Euphemia Crowley was still 

living in Roma. 
  

After Thomas Crowley’s death in 1908,  Georgina married Thomas Davis (1852-1950) in 1910. 

It would seem that Thomas and Georgina had separated and Georgina then had children with 

Thomas Davis. They were able to marry after Thomas’ death. Georgina Morton-Crowley-Davis 

died in Chincilla Qld on 20 October 1940. 
 

It would therefore seem likely that Thomas and Georgina Crowley moved to Roma in 

Queensland after their marriage in Dubbo, NSW. It would also seem likely that they separated in 

the 1890s after Florence Ethel Crowley born in 1891. Georgina formed a new relationship with 

Thomas Davis. If the information that has been recorded in other Ancestry Family Trees is 

correct, they had four children: Mildred Mirria Davis (1897-), Edward Ernest Davis (1899-1963), 

Georgina May Davis (1901-) and James Thomas Davis (1906-). Were they living in Bourke 

when Georgina’s daughter, Florence, died in 1907? What is unknown is where and how Thomas 

Crowley died in Sydney in 1908. It is of interest that his brother Patrick, who was only 18 

months younger, also married in Dubbo and also died in Sydney.  

 

Patrick Crowley (1850-1919) 

Born in Maitland 28 September 1850; married Mary Anne Hewson at Dubbo in 1880; died in 

Sydney 1919.  

 

Elizabeth Crowley (1850-   ) 

Born in Maitland 28 September 1850; died in infancy. 

 

Ellen Alice Crowley-Hamer (1855-1920) 

Born in Meroo c.1855; married John Hamer in Mudgee in 1774; died Sydney 1920. 

 

Catherine Crowley-Hairs (1857-1929) 

Born in Meroo 1857;  married George Hairs in 1878 at Coonamble; she died in Sydney in1929. 

 

Margaret Crowley 

Born in Meroo 9 December 1858 and baptised 23 January 1859 by Fr Callaghan McCarthy (PP 

Mudgee).25  
 

Cornelius Crowley (1860-1922) 

Born 15 October 1860 at Campbells Creek. The family of Cornelius is covered in more detail 

below but it can be noted here that on his Birth Certificate his father Patrick was aged 50 years 

and his place of birth is Cork; his occupation is Gold Digger. Cornelius’ mother, Mary 

McCarthy, was aged aged 35 years and was also born in Cork. It is noted that they were narried 

in Maitland in 1842 and previous children; 2 boys, 5 girls living, 1 girl deceased. Cornelius was 

baptised on 11 November 1860 by Fr Callaghan McCarthy. 
 

                                                           
24 Roll of Honour: Private Patrick Crowley, Service Number 7614, 15th Bn. Australian Infantry, died of wounds. Native of Roma. 
Australian War Memorial, Commonwealth Area,  Panel 75. He was a first cousin of Patrick John Crowley, the son of 

Thomas’ brother, Cornelius. 
 

25 Mudgee Parish Baptismal records. Shirley Crowley’s research suggests she married Thomas Lawson in Sydney in 

1877. 
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As will be seen below Cornelius was living in Mudgee and working as a carrier when he married 

Ellen O'Brien on 7 February 1888 at St Mary's Catholic Church in Mudgee. Ellen's place of 

residence was Pipe Clay (sic) and they were living at Pipeclay when their children were born. Yet 

Cornelius was buried at Windeyer when he died in 1922 and he was the one who erected the 

grave stone as a memorial to his parents, Patrick and Mary. His father had died in 1877 and his 

mother in 1908. Cornelius and Ellen’s youngest child had been born in 1902. Had Cornelius left 

his family and returned to Windeyer before his mother’s death? 
 

Bridget Eliza Crowley-Cloughessy 

Born in Windeyer 23 April 1863; baptised at Windeyer on 24 May 1863 by Fr Callaghan 

McCarthy, PP Mudgee; married William Cloughessy in Sydney 1883; died Sydney 1930.  

 

Jeremiah Crowley 

Jeremiah was born in Windeyer in 1865;26 he married Elizabeth Ring in 1887 and died in 

1897.27 Elizabeth’s parents were Maurice and Jane Ring and she had been born in 1865.28 After 

Jeremiah’s death in 1897, she married John Holden in 1903. When Jeremiah and Elizabeth’s 

daughter, Nora, was married in 1911, Jememiah was deceased but his occupation was given as 

carrier. It is worth noting that when Jeremiah’s brother, Cornelius Crowley married Ellen O'Brien 

in Mudgee on 7 February 1888 his usual occupation was listed as carrier and his usual place of 

residence was Mudgee. Were Cornelius and Jeremiah working together as carriers in Mudgee in 

the late 1880s? 
 

Records suggest that Jeremiah Crowley and Elizabeth Ring lived at Windeyer and their possible 

children were: 
▪ Patrick T,  born Windeyer 1888; died Hillend 1888 29 

▪ Mary Jane, born  1889 (Index 27311) 

▪ Anorah (Norah)  Catherine, born  1890 (Index 22902) 

▪ Ellena Mary, born 1891 (Index 23281) 

▪ Grace Agnes,  born  1893  (Index 23787) 

▪ Margaret, born 1895 (Index 5417), died 1915 – buried at Windeyer 

 

The Mudgee parish marriage register records the marriages of the following children of Jeremiah 

and Elizabeth: 
 

Mary Jane Crowley married Martin O’Hare on 30 August 1917; her marriage certificate 

states her occupation as domestic duties, her abode as Windeyer; she was aged 28 years 

and born at Windeyer. Martin O'Hare, a grazier of Windeyer was 38 years of age. Her 

parents were named as Jeremiah Crowley, a farmer, and Elizabeth Ring. Witnesses were 

M Ring and M O’Hare. Mary Jane and Martin O’Hare’s children include Margaret 

(Peggy), Patricia, Terrence and Catherine. 
 

Nora Catherine Crowley married Francis Bernard Fitzgibbon on 27 November 1911; 

she was 21 years of age and was a domestic servant living in Mudgee. She signed “Nora 

Catharine” (sic). It is also recorded that she was born at Windeyer, her father Jeremiah 

                                                           
26 Index of Births no. 11719 
27 Index of deaths no. 8911 
28 The early list of the siblings of  Mary McCarthy  notes that Ellen McCarthy married Mchael Ring at West 

Maitland on 1 March 1851. The Maitland records also show that Ellen McCarthy was godmother of Maria Crowley 

at her baptism in 1846.  Were Elizabeth Ring’s parents, Maurice and Jane,  related to Michael and Ellen Ring? 
29 Index of Deaths no. 11218 records the death of a Patrick T Crowley in 1888 whose parents were Jeremiah and 

Elizabeth. It seems that Patrick was born at Windeyer in 1888 and died at Hillend in 1888. 
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was deceased and his occupation was carrier. Her mother was Elizabeth Holden and one 

of the witnesses was Ellena Mary Crowley. Francis Fitzgibbon was born in Goulburn at at 

the time of the marriage was aged 25 years and was a coach painter living in Gunedah 

(sic). His parents were Thomas Fitzgibbon (dec) a boot maker and Margaret Fitzgibbon. 

The witnesses were Ellena Mary Crowley and …..Fitzgibbon. 
 

Ellena Mary Crowley was born in 1891 and married Stanley H Rohr in 1914 (Index 

3926). 
 

Grace Agnes Crowley was born in 1893 and married in the Presbytery at Mudgee 

(indicating a mixed marriage) on 6 June 1914. She was aged 21 and was “living with her 

parents” at Windeyer. She married Fred Johnson, a teacher aged 26 from Upper Meroo. 

Grace’s parents are listed as Jeremiah Crowley (dec) and Elizabeth Holden. Margaret 

Crowley and S H Rohr were witnesses. As noted above Stanley H Rohr married Ellena 

Mary Crowley in 1914. 
 

Margaret Mary Crowley was born in 1895 and died in 1915. She is buried at Windeyer. 

 

 

After Jeremiah’s death, Elizabeth Ring-Crowley married  John Holden in 1903. A daughter, 

Elizabeth Patricia Holden, was born at Windeyer on 12 March 1907 and died at Wollongong on 

12 March 2002. Elizabeth Holden married John Leslie Cattell, who was born at Penrith on 12 

September 1909 and died at Wollongong on 5 June 1989. Their daughter  is Margaret Mary 

(Meg) Murphy.30  
 

                                                           
30 Ancestry: Murphy Family Tree, owner ttadds1 
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After their marriage in 1888 Cornelius and Ellen settled on land north of Pipeclay Creek 

approximately 10 kilometres north-east of Mudgee between Budgee Budgee and Eurunderee in 

the Parish of Eurundury, County of Phillip. The O'Brien and Duggan families had settled in the 

area in the 1860s. Ellen inherited land from her father, Patrick O'Brien, and later from her 

brother, John O'Brien. 

 

Cornelius Crowley 
Cornelius was born 15 October 1860 at Campbells Creek the ninth child of Patrick Crowley and 

Mary McCarthy. The Mudgee parish Baptismal records show that he was baptised by Fr 

Callaghan McCarthy on 11 November 1860 at Meroo.  
 

Nothing is known of his early life. His father had died in 1887 and his eldest sister Johanna had 

married in 1862 and later moved to Gulgong. In 1903, his mother moved to Gulgong and lived 

with Johanna. While the family was based in Windeyer, it is clear that the family was also 

spreding throughout the Mudgee district. 
 

When Cornelius married Ellen O’Brien in 1888 he was living in Mudgee. Family memory recalls 

that Cornelius was above average in physique and possessed considerable strength. He was 61 

when he died. It is remembered that in about 1905 he suffered an injury which later brought 

about partial blindness and deteriorated into a tumor. The consequences seemingly were a mental 

affliction. He left his family during the World War I years and towards the end of his life was a 

partial invalid.31  The Sands Director of 1919 lists Cornelius Crowley, farmer, Mudgee and 

Patrick J Crowley as a farmer of Buckaroo. Perhaps Cornelius had moved into Mudgee while    

his son Patrick managed the farm at Pipeclay-Bucharoo. 
 

After their marriage, Cornelius and Ellen took up residence at Pipe Clay where Ellen’s parents 

and brothers had settled. They settled on portion 55, the Parish of Bumberra and acquired the 

adjoining portions 54 and 68 that gave them a holding of 47.5 hectares on the south side of 

Pipeclay Creek on the Black Springs Road.32 The portions had been cleared of the natural timber 

by the original selectors: Samuel Hill, Thomas Healy and Edward Strike respectively. 
                                                           
31 The notes on Cornelius’ life and the details of the family home are based on recollections provided by his 

grandson, Jack Crowley 
32 Today this holding is part of the property of  Pieter Van Gent, a vigneron, who produces wine and port under the 

label, Pipeclay. 

CORNELIUS CROWLEY and ELLEN O’BRIEN 
 

   

Cornelius Crowley    Ellen O'Brien 

born: 15 October 1860          10 October 1862

 at Campbells Creek, Windeyer  at Pipeclay, Mudgee 
 

son of       daughter of 

Patrick Crowley    Patrick O'Brien 

Mary McCarthy    Johanna O'Brien 
 

married: St Mary's Church, Mudgee 7 February 1888 

 

died: 10 February 1922   17 August 1941 

            buried: Windeyer Catholic cemetery  Mudgee cemetery 
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A slab hut on portion 55 near Pipeclay Creek was the home of Cornelius and Ellen. Over the next 

few years they erected a new home and various farm buildings. The new house, built adjacent to 

the original hut, had sawn slab walls with timber batten cover strips. A bullnosed verandah 

extended across the front (east) and partially along the north and south sides. The home provided 

six rooms and a bathroom with a stone fireplace on the west side. An uneven hardwood floor 

supported a long heavy timber table. The internal walls were covered with paper with metal 

strips between the slabs. There was no ceiling and the original roof had probably been timber 

sheets, later replaced by galvanised iron. The original slab hut continued to be used as the 

kitchen.33 
 

To provide water to the home, particular during droughts, a below ground tank was dug on the 

north side of the stone paved area near the kitchen. The tank was lined with bricks and covered 

with  galvanised iron. The tank had a hand operated iron pump. To the south a tennis court had 

been cleared, a popular amenity in early 20th Century country communities. Farming and dairy 

cattle were the main pursuits and provided the family with food and income. 

 

Ellen O’Brien 
Ellen was the third child of Patrick and Johanna O’Brien and was born at Pipeclay on 10 October 

1862. The details of the O’Brien family are presented in the next section.  
 

Ellen O’Brien-Crowley  died on 17 August 1941 at the age of 78. In her Last Will and Testament 

made on 16 May 1941 she made her mark with X. She was a widow formerly of Pipeclay but 

now living in Mudgee. She made her son, Patrick John Crowley her sole executor. She 

bequeathed her estate to her children: Eileen Gallagher, Johanna Barrett, Madeline Orth, Marie 

Walsh and Patrick John Crowley as equal sharers and tenants in common. The witnesses were 

Eric R Daniel, Solicitor, Mudgee and D Stevenson, Mudgee District Hospital. 
 

The Children of Cornelius Crowley and Ellen O’Brien 
 

Johanna Agnes Crowley was born on 8 January 1891.34 She was baptised on 8 February 1891 

and the family abode was given as Pipeclay. Her godparents were John O’Brien and Clara 

Rayner. She married Frederick Thomas Barrett on 3 June 1916 in St Mary’s Church Mudgee. 

Frederick was aged 28, born in 1888, and Johanna was aged 25 and her occupation was a typist. 

Marie Crowley was a witness.  Frederick died on 11 September 1937 at the age of 49. They had 

two children: James Barrett born 1918 and Molly Barrett born in 1919 (died aged 3 months). 

Johanna died on 21 September 1960 aged 69 years. 
 

Patrick John Crowley was born on 20 December 189335 and died on 23 March 1959 aged 65 

years. He was baptised on 16 January 1894 at Mudgee. The family was living at Pipe Clay (sic) 

and his godparents were Michael O’Brien and Maria Crowly (sic). He married Eileen Duggan in 

1921. His story is told more fully below. 
 

Mary Ellen, known as Marie, was born on 13 October 1895 and baptised on 28 November 

1895;36 her godparents were Michael Fitzpatrick and Alice Finton. She married Francis Walsh in 

                                                           
33 Part of the sawn slab home still stands on the Van Gent winery near the Black Springs Road entrance. 
34 Birth Index 23051 
35 Birth Indes 22205 
36 Birth Index 4512 
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St Mary’s Church Mudgee on 11 April 1917.37  The witness was Eileen Crowley (her sister). 

Marie and Francis had  children.   Marie died 11 March 1965. 
 

Eileen Agatha was born on 12 February 189838 and baptised on 12 March 1898 in Mudgee. Her 

godparents were Thomas & Lizzie Donnellan. She married Thomas Peter Gallagher, who born in 

1885. Thomas Gallagher died on 1 December 1952 and Eileen died 24 October 1973. 
 

Cornelius Brien (Neil) was born on  5 November 190039 and baptised 29 November 1900. His 

godparents were John & Mary Meaney. He died aged eight months on 7 May 1901; he is buried 

in Mudgee cemetery with his maternal grandparents, Patrick and Johanna O'Brien. 
 

Madelaine was born on 16 July 1902, and baptised on 13 August 1902.40  Her godparents were 

Patrick Donnellan and Martha Hass (?). She married Harold Orth who was born in  1901. Harold 

died on 18 March 1969 and Madelaine died 7 October 1975. 

                                                           
37 Marriage Index 6509 
38 Birth Index 13941 
39 Birth Index 33398 
40 Birth Index 24072 
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Appendix 
Irish Convicts to New South Wales 

1788-1837 
Patrick Crawley or Crowley41 
 

Age: 20  (born c 1805) 

Education: none           

Religion: Catholic        

Marital status: Single 

trade: Labourer 

Native place: Cork 

Trade: labourer 

 

Offence:  pig stealing 

Where: Cork 

Tried: 11 August 1825      Cork           

Sentence: 7 years     

Former convictions: none 

 

Ship: Mangles (4) [1826] 

 

Description: 

Height: 5’ 7” 

Complexion: fair feckled 

Hair: red 

Eyes: Hazel 

Scar on right arm 

 

Remarks:  well 
 

How disposed: John Eales, Hunters River 

 

                                                           
41 Information from the original Convict Arrival records. 
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TRANSPORTATION BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

The following is a very brief historical outline of the transportation of convicts from Ireland to 

Australia in the 19th century. 
 

Following the American War of Independence, a new destination was sought for the 

transportation of convicts from Britain and Ireland 'beyond the seas'. On 13 May 1787, the first 

fleet bound for Sydney Cove with a complement of convicts, sailed from Portsmouth in England. 

Its arrival on 26 January 1788 marks the foundation of the colony of New South Wales. The first 

ship to sail directly from Ireland carrying convicts under sentence of transportation was the 

Queen, which arrived in Port Jackson on 26 September 1791.  
 

Transportation from Ireland to Australia effectively came to an end in 1853. The last ship to carry 

convicts directly from Ireland to Australia was the Phoebe Dunbar, which sailed from Kingstown 

(now Dun Laoghaire) near Dublin and arrived in Western Australia on 30 August 1853. During 

the 62 years of transportation from Ireland to Australia, some 30,000 men and 9,000 women 

were sent as convicts to Australia for a minimum period of seven years - many more followed 

their loved ones as free settlers to a new life in the colony.  
 

Transportation sentences were for periods of seven years (the most common), ten years, fourteen 

years or life. The nature of the sentencing policy behind these terms has not been fully 

researched. Linked with political conflict and agrarian unrest, the view that Irish men and women 

were transported for trivial first offences such as petty theft, has become part of Irish tradition. 

Records indicate that Patrick Crowley was assigned to work for John Eales, Hunter River. The 

following information is from historical research on early settlements in the Maitland district. 
 

John Eales 

This estate belonged to John Eales who was born in Devonshire in 1799. He emigrated to 

Australian in 1822 with his servant 'Jim the Londoner' on the Francis arriving in Hobart in 1823. 

On board the 'Francis' was John Cobb and his young wife, also future Hunter river settlers. Eales 

was granted 2100 acres on the Hunter River 4 miles east of Morpeth and six convicts were 

assigned to him. Here he cleared the land for crops and built a slab hut.  In 1828 he married Jane 

Lavers at the residence of William and Martha Bucknell of Elmshall. Eales added to his estate by 

purchasing land nearby that had been granted to Dr. Moran in 1822. Here he built Duckenfield 

House a 45 room two story house made of stone, complete with ballroom, billiard room, 

gymnasium, drawing room dining room breakfast room, servant and store rooms. 
 

Eales worked hard and prospered. He was wealthy enough to survive the devastating depression, 

constructing his own boiling down works at Berry Park. He also owned land on the Liverpool 

Plains - Walhollow and Quipolli. Charles Humphrey was superintendent at Walhollow in 1846.  

In addition he was the first director of the Hunter River Steam Navigation Company and 

constructed a dry dock 2 miles below Morpeth to service the Company's steamers. 
 

In 1838 Eales offered a portion of his estate for Scottish  immigrants from the Midlothian to 

settle on.  They were to be given 2 months rations and transport to his estate by the Government. 

Eales offered to allow them undisturbed possession of the land for 5 years at a moderate rent and 

at the expiration of 5 years they were to pay a higher rent in proportion with the increased land 

value; in the mean time he was to supply them with 12 months provisions, the cost of which 

would be defrayed by them from the produce of their farms. Included in the offer was land for the 

erection of a Church and school. However after  representatives of the immigrants travelled to 
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Eales estate to view the location they declined the offer stating that the land was flood prone. 

They later settled on Lang's land. 
 

Eales life was not without hardship. Tragedy struck the family in 1844 when his 13 years old son 

Walter was dragged ¼ mile after his pony shied. He was badly injured and never regained 

consciousness. His father was away from home at the time. Eales also had to deal with 

absconding, dishonest or incompetent servants - assigned servants John Kirkton and George 

Shapton absconded in 1846. In 1845 James Burns was sentenced to 14 years transportation for 

stealing 300 sheep and in 1848 Eales was offering 30 pounds reward for the conviction of 

persons who destroyed  a hut, sheep yards and well at his station Dumble on the Liverpool plains. 

1848 was a bad year for him as he had a serious fall in Argyle Street, Sydney while leaving a 

party. He fractured his leg and dislocated his ankle and must have been laid up for some time. 
 

Some of Eales' employees: 

Wiliam Armstrong - Superintendent 

Thomas Kelly 1847 

Joseph Goodwin  employed as watchman in 1847 

Charles Humphrey - Superintendent at Breeza 1847 

Edward O'Neile employed at Breeza 1847 

Edward Walker 1828 

George Barton employed as overseer in1828 

Henry Rae, a saddler of Sydney was granted 560 acres in two portions in the (Parish of 

Hexham) on 27 May 1825 and 12 November 1825. He sold this land in 1827 to Edward 

Spark. Adjoining land originally given to Kerry Lyne, James Cracknell and William Mayberry 

was purchased by Edward Spark's son John the whole of which later became the farm known 

as Wybah. Henry Rae moved to Maitland where he was an active member of the community. 
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THE O'BRIEN BRANCH 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

According to research conducted by the Waterford Heritage Survey, commissioned by Laurie 

O'Brien of Budgewoi, the only probable record of the marriage of Patrick and Johanna is that 

between a Patrick Brien and Judith O'Brien on 26 August 1855 at Ballylooby.42 The witnesses 

were William Brien and Ellen Boran. 
 

No record was found of the marriage of Patrick's parents, Michael O'Brien and Ellen Harrington 

but the Ballylooby parish baptismal records include two children of Michael and Ellen O’Brien: 

Michael O'Brien born 17 March 1833 and Catherine Bryen born 13 February 1836. They could 

easily be the brother and sister of Patrick O'Brien. 
 

No record was found of the marriage of Johanna's parents, John O'Brien and Bridget O'Donnal. 

It is believed that Patrick and Johanna came to the colony of New South Wales soon after their 

marriage in 1855. A son, Michael, was born on the voyage in the Bay of Biscay. They settled in 

the Mudgee district and had two other children, John and Ellen. 
 

Patrick’s Death Certificate notes that he was aged 72 and died of heart disease. He was buried 

with his wife Johanna who had died in 1891 aged 60 years. The informant was his daughter Ellen 

Crowley. 
 

Johanna’s Death Certificate gives her place of death as Pipe Clay Creek and her age as 60 years. 

The cause of death is listed as heart disease and the informant was her son, John O’Brien.  Her 

birth place is given as Ireland and she had been in the Colony 36 years. 

                                                           
42 The names Johanna and Judith were often interchangeable. 

PATRICK O’BRIEN and JOHANNA O’BRIEN 
   

Patrick O’Brien    Johanna O’Brien  

born: c 1830      born: c 1831 

Ballylooby  

County Tipperary,     County Tipperary 

Ireland         Ireland 
 

son of       daughter of  

Michael O’Brien    John O’Brien  

Ellen Harrington     Bridget O’Donnal 
  

married: Ballylooby, Co Tipperary, Ireland 
26 August 1855 

 

arrived in NSW:  1856 
 

died: 6 January 1902    4 June 1891 

  Pipeclay    Pipe Clay Creek (sic) 

buried: Mudgee      Mudgee 
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The Family of Patrick and Johanna O’Brien 

 
Michael O'Brien 
Michael, the eldest of Patrick and Johanna's children, was born on board a ship in the Bay of 

Biscay in 1856.43  He married Bridget Fitzgerald on 15 January 1888 at Rylstone. Bridget's 

parents were Michael Fitzgerald and Johanna Horan. Bridget was born about 1867 in County 

Clare, ireland and arrived in the Colony aged 16 years with her family on 11 October 1883 on the 

Ellora.44 
 

The Australian Electoral Rolls of 1930 

Commonweath District of Robertson, State of Mudgee lists Michael O’Brien srn as a labourer of 

Lue and Michael (b 1894) as a fettler of Lue. 
 

According to a list prepared by Laurie O'Brien, a son of Patrick O'Brien and Catherine Schipp, 

the following are the children of Michael O’Brien and Bridget Fitzgerald: 

 
name        year of birth index ref  married 

 

Josephine   1888  23250   John Murphy 

Mary   1889  27271   Bill Phipps 

Patrick Joseph  1892  23746   Catherine Schipp 

Michael  1894  22197    Grace Bailiff 

John   1896  23579   killed in action WWI 

Kathleen  1898  died 22-11-1898  aged 9 months 

Ann   1900  died 1988  Frederico 

Jim   1905  died in accident 

Val   1907     Woolcock 

Dorothy  1909  died 1989  Grundy 

Alan   1910  died 2.11.88 Binnaway Ida Shewmack 

Keith   1910  never married  

Irene        Roy Latham 

Isabell        Bill Ridley 

Nell        Carl Smith 

 

A search of the marriage records of St Mary's Church, Mudgee has uncovered some further 

information for some of the children of Michael O’Brien and Bridget Fitzgerald. 
 

Mary O'Brien, domestic duties, who lived at Budgee, married William Phipps, a 

labourer from Eurunderee, on 24 September 1913. Mary had been born at Budgee (1889) 

and William, who was then aged 26, had been born at Eurunderee. Mary's father is listed 

as Michael O'Brien, a farmer. The witnesses were Patrick and Josie O'Brien, presumably 

Mary's brother and sister. William's parents were William Phipps and Mary Rich. They 

had two sons. Laurie O’Brien recalls that Mary and Bill Phipps lived in a house just 

behind the old butcher shop that was oppositer the Budgee Budgee Inn. 
 

Patrick Joseph O'Brien was born on 25 September 1892. When he married Catherine 

Una May Schipp on 10 December 1919 his occupation was labourer, his abode was 

Mudgee, and he was aged 26. At that time the occupation of Patrick’s father,  Michael 

O'Brien, is given as labourer. Had Michael and his family moved from Budgee? The 

                                                           
43 The story was related to the Crowley family by Malachi Duggan who went to school with Michael 
44 O’Brien family tree owner: sueboru1 
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witnesses were Michael and Irene O'Brien. His son Laurie O'Brien records that his father, 

Patrick, served in World War I and died at Grafton on 11 September 1964. He also notes 

that the witnesses, Michael and Irene, were Patrick’s brother and sister. 
 

Michael O’Brien was born in 1894 and married Grace Bailiff. 
 

John O’Brien was born in 1896 and killed in action in WW1 in April 1918 
 

Kathleen O'Brien who died aged 9 months on 22 November 1898 is buried in the same 

plot as her grandparents, Patrick and Johanna, in the Mudgee cemetery. Cornelius (Neil) 

Crowley, the infant son of Ellen O'Brien and Cornelius Crowley, who died aged 8 months 

on 7 May 1901 is buried in the same plot. 

 

John O’Brien 
John was born on 10 August 1858. The St Mary’s Mudgee baptismal register notes that he was 

baptised on 22 August 1858 by Fr Callaghan McCarthy and his parents were Patrick O'Brien and 

Judith O'Brien.45 His godparents were Edward Finton and Bridget Ahern. John never married and 

died on 22 June 1925. He is buried in the Mudgee cemetery. 
 

In his Last Will and Testament dated 18 June 1925, John made his sister Ellen the Executor. He 

bequethed his estate to Ellen. Witnesses were F T Barrett and Francis Walsh. His estate was 

valued at 2351 pounds, 11 shillings and 5 pence. 

 

Ellen O’Brien 
Ellen was born on 10 October 1862 and was baptised by Fr Callaghan McCarthy on 2 November 

1862. The records show her parents as Patrick and Johanna O'Brien, who lived at Pipe Clay (sic). 

Her godparents were Bernard McConnell and Mary Ann Stapleton. Ellen married Cornelius 

Crowley on 7 February 1888 at Mudgee. The witnesses were John O’Brien and Alice Fenton. 

The full details of their family are given in the Crowley branch. Ellen died on 17 August 1941 

and is buried in the same plot in the Mudgee cemetery as her brother John. 

 

                                                           
45 Mudgee Baptism register in the Mitchell Library 1852-1868. The names Judith and Johanna were often 

interchangeable. 
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APPENDIX 

 

The Pipe Clay Creek Community 
The main road to Cassilis crosses the Cudegong River as it leaves Mudgee and heads north 

and then north-east. Today it passes the Mudgee Areodrome, the cemetery and many 

vineyards that have been established in the district. With Mount Bucharoo to the east and 

the hills of Eurunderee to the west, it crosses Pipe Clay Creek about 12 kms from Mudgee 

and continues to the north east. 

Black Springs Road branches off and heads north, while Eurunderee Road, Crowley’s Lane 

(formerly Buckaroo Road) and Church Lane all head due west and intersect with Black 

Springs Road. This area bordered on the east by the Cassilis Road, on the west by a line of 

hills, on the south by Eurunderee Road and on the north by Church Lane is traversed by 

Pipe Clay Creek and was the home of the Patrick Crowley and Eileen Duggan. 

The land north of Pipe Clay Creek is part of the Parish of Eurundury, County of Phillip. 

Patrick O’Brien owned land on either side of the Black Springs Road.46  Land title transfers 

show that portions 62 and 95 were transferred to John O’Brien in 1901. Patrick died on 6 

January 1902. In 1925, after the death of John O’Brien, those same portions were transferred 

to John’s sister, Ellen Crowley and then in the same year to her son Patrick Crowley. 

The same map shows that Ellen Crowley was the owner of portions 86 and 144 on the 

western side of the Black Springs Road. It also shows that Malachi Duggan owned portions 

79, 174 and 11. These were adjoining blocks each of 40 acres. Portions 79 and 174 were 

north of Strikes Lane and west of Black Springs Road. On the southern side of Strikes Lane is 

the property of Ellen Crowley. Portion 11 is south of Church Lane and east of Black Springs 

Road. The Duggan family home was located in this portion near the junction of Black 

Springs Road and Church Lane. 

All these portions along with other adjoining blocks were eventually consolidated into the 

property owned by Patrick and Eileen Crowley. Their home was built in portion 63 where 

the Black Springs Road turns east before again heading north at the junction of what is now 

Crowley’s Lane. 

 
The School of Arts 
 

 

                                                           
46 The land titles map shows Patrick O’Brien as the owner of portions 32 (51 acres east of Black Springs Road and 

with Pipe Clay Ck as its southern boundary),  62 (40 acres west -1887), 63 (40 acres cut by B Sp Rd – 1868) and 95 

(40 acres west portion 62 – 1891). 
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Pipeclay Creek School,  
 
 

Buckaroo School 

and  

Pipeclay School of Arts 
 

 

Pipeclay Creek School47 in the County of Philip started in 1867 and continued till December 

1955 being known as the Buckaroo Public School after April 1912.48   
Pipeclay Creek School 

The location of the “Old Pipeclay School” was on the eastern and northern side of the Black 

Springs Road.  Portion 269  is on the norther side of Black Springs Road as it turns east before 

turning north where it forms the eastern boundary. It is also at the junction of Black Springs 

Road and Crowley Lane (formerly Buckaroo Lane).  

Alan Tierney’s notes make reference to a letter from Jack Crowley of Wagga Wagga to Mrs Edna 

Strike of the Mudgee Historical Society, 9 August 1994. Jack Crowley supplied a sketch map 

that shows the Pipeclay Creek School on Portion 269 just west of Black Springs Road together 

with a slab shelter shed and tennis court. This 10 acre portion was part of an area granted to John 

Healy on 5 April 1910. This portion later became the property of Ellen Crowley and then Patrick 

Crowley (see Figure 1 below). 

Pipeclay Creek School had an association with Henry Lawson. Henry and his bother Charles 

were enrolled in the school on 25 January 1875 before moving to the Eurunderee Provisional 

School in October 1876. 
Buckaroo Public School 

It is not clear when the school was transferred from the Pipeclay Creek School site to a new site 

but it can be presumed that the school was already on the Buckaroo site when its name was 

changed in 1912. A letter to the Department of Public Instruction from the teacher, G N 

McKinnon in July 1912 states that he took charge in January 1911.49 

Another additional area was purchased in October 1935. The 2 acre site was part of Portion 94 at 

Buckaroo in the Parish of Bumberra, County of Phillip, Shire of Cudgegong. The description of 

the site states that it commences at the north-eastern corner of the present Buckaroo Public 

School site.  

A letter from the Department of the Valuer General, Orange, dates 9 November 1934 notec that 

the owner, A J Rawlinson, was prepared to sell an area of 2 acres but not the area fronting the 

main road that the Education Department was seeking. He proposed two alternative sites, both 

adjoining the current school site.  

An attached sketch map located the school on the eastern side of the main Cassilis Road and on 

the northern side of the Havilah Road. A letter to the Buckaroo P & C Association noted the 

enrolment was 43 and the average attendance was 38.6. 

 

 

                                                           
47 Notes by Alan Tierney 25 October 1994 edited by Paul Crowley for a Draft of the Crowley Family story,  July 

2010.  
48 Department of School Education, Government Schools of New South Wales 1848 to 1993 
49 Archive Authority of New South Wales (AONSW) file 5/15139.3 Buckaroo School 
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Pipeclay School of Art 
On the eastern side of  Black Springs Road Jack Crowley, the son of Patrick, shows the Pipeclay 

School of Arts which he dates as 1903-1943. Portion 56 on the eastern side of the Black Springs 

Road and on the northern side of the now Crowleys Lane,  was purchased by Joseph  Gerto on 22 

April 1862 for forty pounds.50 It was a portion of 40 acres to the north of John Healy’s portion of 

30 acres.  

On 30 May 1900 Portion 56 was transferred to Ellen Crowley, wife of Cornelius Crowley. Then 

on 28 November 1901 an area of one rood of the Portion 56 at the junction of the Black Springs 

Road and the current Crowleys Lane (one chain to the north and 2 chains and 50 links to the east) 

was transferred from Ellen Crowley as a gift to the trustees of a proposed School of Arts: 

Cornelius Crowley, Henry Barton, Thomas Case Underwood and John O’Brien. This block 

became the site for the Pipeclay School of Arts. 
 

Land North of Pipe Clay Creek, Parish of Eurundury, County of Phillip 

The highlighted portions indicate the property of Patrick and Eileen Crowley  

at the time of Patrick’s death in 1959.  
 

 
Figure 1: Pipeclay  Creek 

                                                           
50 The Grant of Land Purchase calls it Portion 21. However, the map and its relationship to Black Springs Creek 

clearly show that it is the same Portion. 


